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the millet system. But political and economic motives
also played a large part in the creation of this system
of private schools.
The Ulema is the priesthood or the clergy of the Mos-
lem, state. In a narrower sense, the term refers to those
members of the priesthood holding government appoint-
ments. Until recently, the influence of the Ulema was
conservative and acted as a great ohstacle to reform and
progress. During the last three decades, however, the
spirit of the official Ulema at Constantinople has been
comparatively liberal.
The education of the ordinary clergy—the Ulema in
the wider sense—is of the narrowest character. They
are steeped in the details of the Mohammedan law, which
comprises innumerable rules for the min-uticz of conduct.
Consequently these men are extremely conservative, even
bigoted and fanatical, and ignorant of all that constitutes
knowledge to the western world. The prewar property
held by the Ulema was very great, estimated at one-
third the wealth of the State.
Almost every mosqne has its real estate, the income
from which is used for the support of the clergy, for the
service of the mosques, and for the instruction in the
Koran. Consequently each mosque is in a way a school
of the Arabic or of the vernacular language and of the
Koran. In reality the recent establishment of a system
of schools is little more than a subsidy for the mosque
schools. As the subsidy was often only a promise, the
government schools are often merely the old religious
schools with secular sanction, and with some requirement
of increased attention to secular subjects.
The other considerations necessary in judging educa-
tional conditions are those common to all other phases of
life in the Ottoman Empire. In fact such conditions are
characteristic of all peoples of retarded culture, among
whom the importance of accurate quantitative statements

